Weekend Workshop Series – Workshop V

Tackling the issues:  how current films and novels improve speaking, listening and thinking skills in older adolescence

April 17-18, 2010
Defining the issues:

Typically, students study English literature chronologically from Beowulf to the modern period.  But, few students are genuinely engaged in the reading process as many may not have the literacy skills in English to support reading original text from historical periods.  Too often, archaic or early modern language forms end up demotivating students in their pursuit of fluent English language skills.  We define skills as the ability to use English as fluently as possible for speaking, reading, writing and reasoning across a number of different issues.  The ability to explain, to assert an opinion, to recognize and think about the multiplicity of issues now facing adolescents requires that we understand that as a language of wider communication, students must be given the necessary English language skills in order to be competitive nationally and internationally.  The range of films utilized in the classroom typically corresponds to a listening exercise for a literary period under study.  A more valuable approach is to utilize throughout the school year, current films and novels that develop and extend oral and written language abilities  that can be applied retrospectively to the study of the literary forms necessary to complete the state curriculum.  By increasing students’ motivation with timely literature, English becomes more recognizable and useful.  The novels and films presented in this workshop provoke thinking while developing meaningful language use, vocabulary and understanding of contemporary themes that can be traced back in historical literature.
Objectives:

Teachers will be given the opportunity to see, listen to and to discuss contemporary novels and films utilized in typical English literature classrooms today.  Videotaped sessions of language laboratories in which these books are read with high-school students will be shown to demonstrate how such books can be incorporated into the school classroom.  Contemporary themes, the vocabulary necessary to discuss them and how oral and written texts are constructed to achieve this, will be demonstrated.  Pre-teaching strategies to improve speaking, listening and reading abilities will be discussed, supported by materials to illustrate how to pre-teach thematic and vocabulary concepts.  Selections of films that explore contemporary ideas but relevant to historical themes centered on friendship, social bias, comedy as social comment (as examples) will be suggested.  Lesson plans that contain pre-teaching strategies, strategies for developing and stabilizing vocabulary and language forms necessary to discuss thematic content will be included.  
Outcome:  Teachers will be able to expand their repertoire of materials to improve classroom participation, individual student’s motivation and improved confidence and competence in identifying, understanding and discussing themes and ideas meaningfully in English.  Active strategies will be emphasized that improve independent learning outside of the classroom.
Format:  This is an interactive workshop. Teachers’ opinions and ideas will be solicited at all times.  Sample films, novels, short stories and poetry that explore contemporary topics will be available for review and discussion.  Lesson plans that facilitate implementation of active learning strategies and small group and individual participation in the classroom will be available.  Specific skills for improving speaking and listening skills and for developing writing skills will be focused upon including : 

1) strategies for ‘chunking’ speech/language forms for improved production and awareness

       2)  understanding how to navigate contemporary ‘talk’ through read-aloud sessions of 

            written texts

3) strategies for developing written expression including types of written texts (which 

support discussion of particular themes or literature forms, e.g., expository, opinion, 

persuasion, compare and contrast) and tools to facilitate improved speaking and writing

fluency (e.g., word banks, writing maps)
Participants:   Teachers of English  (Secondary – all levels)

 Materials:  Handouts (course outline, definitions, supplemental articles)
                     Powerpoint Presentation to support course outline

                     Sample films that demonstrate thematic content suitable for secondary students

                     Sample novels, varying levels of reading difficulty

                     Sample alternative forms of writing, e.g., short stories, contemporary poetry

                     Sample lesson plans

Docente:
          

Nancy Rose Steinbock, M.A., CCC-SLP is the creator and director of Inglese Dinamico, Venice, Italy.  Trained in America as a speech/language pathologist after completing her first degree in English and British Literature, Ms. Steinbock worked for many years as a diagnostician and therapist with learning-disabled children.  She specialized in speaking, reading and writing disorders in older children.  Her expertise extended to pre-school children.  She was recognized for her work in identifying and treating difficult to diagnose students who were experiencing academic difficulties in regular classrooms settings.  Her particular interest in dyslexia and its causes led her into the area of phonology/morphology and its critical importance as a culprit in reading failure. She became a champion of early diagnosis and treatment in preschool children to prevent academic failure.  Currently, she conducts experimental laboratories developing improved English language teaching techniques and bilingual education curriculum. Her work extends from preschool through adulthood. She provides teacher-training workshops to promote best teaching practices in the teaching community.  She has written numerous professional articles on the importance of oral language development, its connection to literacy and multi-linguistic/multi-cultural issues. With professional colleagues, parents and advisors, she has created the Association for Teaching and Learning Partnerships, a group dedicated to the development of improved teaching methodology and support for teachers and their students.  Contact:  info@inglesedinamico.com
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